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Week Ending Friday, January 5, 2007 

Statement on the Death of Former 
President Saddam Hussein of Iraq 
December 29, 2006 

Today Saddam Hussein was executed after 
receiving a fair trial—the kind of justice he 
denied the victims of his brutal regime. 

Fair trials were unimaginable under Sad-
dam Hussein’s tyrannical rule. It is a testa-
ment to the Iraqi people’s resolve to move 
forward after decades of oppression that, de-
spite his terrible crimes against his own peo-
ple, Saddam Hussein received a fair trial. 
This would not have been possible without 
the Iraqi people’s determination to create a 
society governed by the rule of law. 

Saddam Hussein’s execution comes at the 
end of a difficult year for the Iraqi people 
and for our troops. Bringing Saddam Hussein 
to justice will not end the violence in Iraq, 
but it is an important milestone on Iraq’s 
course to becoming a democracy that can 
govern, sustain, and defend itself and be an 
ally in the war on terror. 

We are reminded today of how far the 
Iraqi people have come since the end of Sad-
dam Hussein’s rule and that the progress 
they have made would not have been pos-
sible without the continued service and sac-
rifice of our men and women in uniform. 

Many difficult choices and further sac-
rifices lie ahead. Yet the safety and security 
of the American people require that we not 
relent in ensuring that Iraq’s young democ-
racy continues to progress. 

NOTE: This item was not received in time for pub-
lication in the appropriate issue. 

Message on the Observance of 
Eid al-Adha 
December 29, 2006 

I send holiday greetings to all Muslims 
gathered to celebrate Eid al-Adha. 

For Muslims in America and around the 
world, Eid al-Adha is an important occasion 
to give thanks for their blessings and to re-
member Abraham’s trust in a loving God. 
During the four days of this special observ-
ance, Muslims honor Abraham’s example of 
sacrifice and devotion to God by celebrating 
with friends and family, exchanging gifts and 
greetings, and engaging in worship through 
sacrifice and charity. 

America is a more hopeful Nation because 
of the talents, generosity, and compassion of 
our Muslim citizens. This holiday reminds us 
of the values that so many of our citizens 
hold in common, including love of family, 
gratitude to God, the importance of commu-
nity, and a commitment to respect, diversity, 
tolerance, and religious freedom. 

Laura and I offer our best wishes for a 
memorable holiday. 

George W. Bush 

NOTE: An original was not available for 
verification of the content of this message. This 
item was not received in time for publication in 
the appropriate issue. 

The President’s Radio Address 
December 30, 2006 

Good morning. This week, as Americans 
prepare to welcome a new year, we do so 
with heavy hearts and fond memories of our 
38th President, Gerald R. Ford. We mourn 
the passing of a courageous leader, a true 
gentleman, and a loving father and husband. 
On behalf of all Americans, Laura and I send 
our prayers and condolences to Mrs. Ford 
and the entire Ford family. 

Gerald Ford was a great man who devoted 
the best years of his long life to public serv-
ice. He fought for his country during World 
War II. After returning home, he won the 
first of 13 elections to the United States Con-
gress. The people of Michigan admired his 
dedication and decency, and so did his fellow 
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